72                         AN ADVENTURE IN SUFFERING!

plane of nature in every kingdom of nature, whether
on the part of a flower or a tree, of a rock or as
mountain, of an animal or a bird, or of a human be-
ing.  The creatures everywhere declare their state,
and it is only by that constant reiteration that the Self'
that is God definitely begins to awaken and to take
charge, as it were, of the self that is man.

Throughout nature the confession runs. Some-
where, in some state of his consciousness, every
creature is saying when darkness overtakes him : " I
am not yet God."  Somewhere a greatness in him is
saying this, and is moving him ever onwards through'
darkness after darkness towards that Light which
needs the darkness for its perfect knowing.

I felt that this could be one of the approaches to'
sorrow, grief and trouble everywhere : to make it
clear that it is, of course, ignorance, but to make it
also clear that it is the greatness in each individual
pointing out to the individual that he is, as it were,
lacking in Self-conscious Divinity, and that he must:

ceaselessly move on towards this Divinity along what-
ever lines may be congenial to him-

SUFFERING AS A BLESSING

Were there no sadness in life, there would be no
peace.  Were there no sorrow in life, there would
be no power.  Were there no despair in life, there
would be no courage. Were there no grief in life,,